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1 Background
This report provides the analysis of data obtained in the third community 

and stakeholder consultation into the reuse of Entry Hill Golf Course as a 

mountain biking and family cycling centre.  Previous engagement has 

centred on new uses on the site (first round) and specific issues, including 

traffic/parking, design, accessibility/ facilities and sustainability issues 

(second round).  The results of each of these previous engagements have 

shaped the evolving plans for the new facility. Each of these consultation 

phases serves a particular function and is part of the continuing story of 

engagement. 

The third consultation has focused on the use of the new facility by 

individuals and groups, including issues on cost and the opportunity to 

raise any additional concerns or ideas.  Groups and organisations 

representing people with protected characteristics have also been 

offered the opportunity to be involved in this process.  Engagement 

Methods 

The stakeholder engagement has three aims, these being to provide: 

• information about the process of developing the new Bike Park 

• an opportunity to become involved if consultees wish to do so  

• access to becoming involved 

 

1.1 Information 
A key element of information giving for the consultation itself has been 

the Consultation Platform. This website provided information about the 

consultation, the process to date, including a Frequently Asked Questions 

section and links and updates on how people can get more details about 

the initiative from Pedal Progression and Bath & North East Somerset 

Council. 

Within the duration of the community consultation (14th July to 28h 

March 2022) Google Analytics recorded the Consultation Platform as 

receiving: 

• 5,851 page views 

• 1,994 Users 

• An average session duration of 1 minute and 44 seconds 

• A bounce rate of 54.62%  

 

Google Analytics breaks the pages visited as follows: 

Page Title 
Page Views (% 
of total views) 

Avg. Time on Page 
Minutes:Seconds 

Home  1751 (29.93%) 00:43 

Latest Design  1733 (29.61%) 02:19 

Engagement  1023 (17.48%) 02.26 

Revisions  964 (16.48%) 03:44 

Frequently Asked Questions 175 (2.99%) 01:32 

About 152 (2.60%) 01:02 

Cookies 45 (0.77%) 00:41 

Page Not Found  4 (0.07%) 00:17 

Accessibility 3 (0.05%) 00:00 

Privacy 1 (0.02%) 00:00 
 5851 01:55 

Table 1 - Google Analytics Breakdown 
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1.2 Opportunity 
The second level of communication is that having identified a range of 

people who we would like to engage with the project, they are given the 

opportunity to do so.  Provided we have offered them a fair opportunity, 

it is up to those individuals or organisations to choose to take that 

opportunity. 

1.3 Involvement 
This phase of consultation is about focusing in more specifically on the 

use of the new facilities, examining who would use the site, how 

frequently and for what purpose.  The cost of using the new facilities was 

also researched to provide insight into realistic pricing for the services on 

offer. 

As well as drawing in the views of the local and wider community groups 

representing those with specific protected characteristics have been 

contacted directly for views.  The list of groups who were invited to 

provide views is at Appendix 1.  Follow up conversations were offered, as 

well as the online and paper survey. 

The surveys took place between 14th February to 28th March 2022.  The 

community surveys were predominantly online but paper versions were 

available which some people chose to utilise. 
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2 Stakeholder Response 
2.1 Demographic Information 
Demographic information was collected from participants to ensure that the widest cross section of individuals got involved in the engagement.  The 

information collected was anonymous but with some insight into those responding and allows us to reach out to any groups or demographics that are 

noticeably missing.

2.1.1 Respondent’s Age Groups 
What is your Age Group? (539 answered question) 

 

 

2.1.2 Gender 
What is your gender? (539 answered question) 

 

 

 

Under 18, 12, 
2%

18-24, 25, 5%

25-34, 
96, 18%

35-44, 
124, 23%

45-54, 
128, 24%

55-64, 84, 
16%

65+, 
57, 

10%

Prefer not to 
answer, 13, 2%

Male, 340, 
63%

Female, 
175, 33%

Prefer not to say, 
24, 4%
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2.1.3 Provenance of Response 
 

Are you? (537 answered question) 

 

Text answers to “other” can be found in APPENDIX 1 – Respondent 

Provenance Text Answers to “Other” 

 

 

2.1.4 Disability 
 

Do you consider yourself to be disabled?  (Having a physical or mental 

impairment that has a ‘substantial’ and ‘long-term’ negative effect on 

your ability to do normal daily activities) (496 answered question) 

 

 

 

 

A Bath and North East 
Somerset resident, 

466, 86%

A 
representative 

of an 
organisation, 

4, 1% A visitor, 
56, 10%

Other, 19, 
3%

Yes, 25, 5%

No, 449, 
91%

Would rather 
not answer, 

22, 4%
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2.1.5 Ethnic Group 
 

What is your ethnic group? (491 answered question) 

 

White - English/Welsh/Scottish/Northern 
Irish/British, 391, 80%

White - Irish, 6, 1%

Any other White background, 27, 6%

Mixed/Multiple ethnic group - White and Black African, 1, 0%

Mixed/Multiple ethnic group - White and Asian, 3, 1%

Asian/Asian British, 1, 0%

Asian/Asian British - Indian, 1, 0%

Asian/Asian British - Bangladeshi, 1, 0%

Asian/Asian British - Chinese, 1, 0%

Any other Black/African/Caribbean background, 1, 0%

Other ethnic group - Arab, 2, 1%

Would rather not answer, 
56, 11%
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2.1.6 Postcode mapping 
From the 496 usable postcodes, there were 329 different ones.  The following maps demonstrate the spread (the number of responses for each postcode 

given are displayed, and the darker flags show the higher numbers of postcodes. 

Respondents (National) 
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Respondents (Regional) 
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Respondents (City) 
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Respondents (Local) 
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2.2 Are you likely to use the facilities at Bath Bike 

Park?  
538 Respondents answered this question 

 

 

2.3 Which facilities are you likely to use?  
Respondents answering “Yes” or “Not sure” as to whether they were 

likely to use facilities at Bath Bike Park were then asked which of a list of 

facilities they were likely to use; they could choose multiple answers.  433 

respondents answered the question.  They answered as follows: 

 

The Café and Walking/Running Trails were the most popular attractions 

for the redeveloped site, with the mountain biking trails and nature 

spaces also being supported by the majority of those who responded. 

Yes, 
342, 
63%

No, 
101, 
19%

Not sure, 
95, 18%

276

158

133

310

296

140

341

0 50 100 150 200 250 300 350 400

Mountain Biking Trails (will incur a
cost)

Pump Track (will incur a cost)

Jumps Area (will incur a cost)

Walking/Running Trails

Nature spaces

Play Area

Cafe
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2.4 Cost of Mountain Biking 
Again, from those answering “Yes” or “Not sure” to using the facilities at 

the Mountain Bike Park, the following questions were asked. 

2.4.1 Session Costs 
Tickets for half day use of the mountain bike trails are likely to be in the 

region of £9.50 for adults, £6 for children or £28 for a family.  Would you 

be prepared to pay this to use these facilities? (432 answered) 

 

Those who said “no” or “maybe” to being prepared to pay these costs 

were then given the opportunity to propose their own level of fees for 

sessions.  The average amount proposed the for a half day adult 

mountain biking session by those who answered this question was £4.43 

(159 responses). 

2.4.2 Bike Hire Costs 
The cost of bike hire for a half-day session is likely to be in the region of 

£20 for an adult bike and £12.50 for a child’s bike.  Would you be 

prepared to pay this if you required a hire bike? (346 answered) 

 

Those who said no or maybe to being prepared to pay the suggested 

costs were given the opportunity to propose their own level of fees for 

bike hire.  The average amount proposed for a half day adult mountain 

biking hire by those who answered this question was £8.21 (73 

responses). 

Yes, 174, 
40%

No, 81, 
19%

Maybe, 
94, 22%

I wouldn't 
use the 

mountain 
bike trails, 

83, 19%

Yes, 104, 
30%

No, 56, 
16%

Maybe, 
30, 9%

I wouldn't 
hire a 

bike, 156, 
45%
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2.5 Coaching and Hire 
Participants were asked whether they were likely to use certain services 

and facilities.  While the majority did not answer the question (which 

could suggest they would not use these services or facilities) those who 

answered gave the following information.  Respondents could give 

multiple responses.  There were 46 respondents providing answers. 

 

 

 

2.6 Frequency of Use 
How often would you be likely to use the following facilities? (417 

answered question) 

 

The free to access parts of the Bike Park would attract the most frequent 

visits, with the café, walking/running trails and nature area anticipating 

weekly visits from approximately a third of those who responded.  The 

paid-for areas would attract the majority of people on a slightly less 

frequent basis but remain well supported.

15

17

21

33

0 5 10 15 20 25 30 35

Adults skills coaching

Children's skills coaching

Bike hire

Bike Shop services and sales

82

61

54

138

122

108

53

134

76

67

133

144

193

66

47

34

29

50

54

63

39

27

25

23

23

31

14

12

99

156

177

38

27

19

162

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%

Mountain Biking Trails

Pump Track

Jumps Area

Walking/running trails

Nature area

Cafe

Play Space

Weekly Monthly Every 6 months Annually Never
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2.7 Travel 
How would you travel to Bath Bike Park? Respondents can tick all that apply (417 answered) 

 

 

220

215

153

21

40

29

12

0 50 100 150 200 250

Cycle

Walk

Car

Bus

Park and walk/cycle

Train and walk/cycle

Other (please specify)
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2.8 Further Comments 
Do you have any further new comments on Bath Bike Park which you 

have not made through previous rounds of consultation? 

Although, the focus of the survey had been on those who were likely to 

use the Bike Park, this question was opened again to all respondents, 

whether they stated they were going to use the Bike Park or not.   

310 respondents made comments.  Of these: 

• 179 were those that had stated that they would use the Bike Park 

(APPENDIX 3 – Further Comments from those saying “Yes” they 

would use the Bike Park facilities) 

• 59 were those who were not sure whether they would be using 

the Bike Park (APPENDIX 4 - Further Comments from those saying 

“Not Sure” that they would use the Bike Park facilities) 

• 72 were those that had stated they would not be using the Bike 

Park (APPENDIX 5 - Further Comments from those saying “No” to 

whether they would use the Bike Park facilities) 

Many respondents commented in support of the proposals, noting that 

they were excited about the facilities opening, though concerns were 

raised by some in respect of the compact location of the site within urban 

Bath. 

Comments were made by some respondents in respect of noise, traffic, 

parking and air quality, as they did not feel that their issues had been 

effectively mitigated through the revised designs, or in some cases had 

not participated in previous consultation opportunities.   

There were also concerns expressed over the movement of wildlife 

around the site, the use of fences blocking wildlife routes and the 

destruction of habitats and opportunities for biodiversity.  It was 

suggested that Bath Bike Park could be an opportunity for exemplar 

urban habitat restoration and could set the scene for investing in 

biodiversity in built up areas. 

Some, particularly local, residents expressed disappointment that the 

diagrams and plans on offer are unable to show the detail or scale of 

what is proposed, or to give detail on trees to be felled and landscaping 

works that will be undertaken.  Some expressed a mistrust of the process 

because they felt they were not provided with sufficient information to 

make an informed comment. 

Large numbers of individuals comments on the fees and structure for 

paying fees for the MTB parts of the Park.  Some stated these were too 

expensive to encourage regular use or encourage the exclusivity of the 

sport with others suggesting other charging structures and formats. 

Suggestions included: 

• Discounts for residents 

• Annual memberships 

• Discounts for arriving by sustainable transport 

• Charges for parking rather than riding trails to encourage 

sustainable travel 

Some respondents pointed out that other comparable sites are free and 

only charge for parking.  Several people felt that half day sessions were 

too long, especially for families with young children and that one-hour 

sessions might offer more flexibility as children would get tired more 

quickly. 

Comments were made on the “free to use” space, in the main remarking 

that they expected it to be larger and more accessible.  There was also 

demand for the walking route to go right round the site, and some 

commented they would like to see the allotment provision retained. 
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In terms of transport, it was suggested that shuttle buses with space or 

racks for bikes would improve the access to the site and alleviate some 

parking issues.  Some individuals were concerned that as visitors to the 

“free to use” parts of the Park would not be booking/paying, there would 

be no controls over the numbers who would turn up at any one time, 

thereby causing access and parking problems. 
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3.0 Information from people who share a protected characteristic

3.1 Introduction  
Which organisations were invited to participate in this targeted 

engagement? 

We had reached out to a range of groups associated with protected 

characteristics in the earlier Phase 2 Consultation / Engagement Process 

and again provided the opportunity, through the groups below, for them 

to comment if they had anything further to add.  Whilst these groups had 

nothing new to add at this point, these and a range of others will be 

included in the ongoing outreach as the Bike Park develops and focusses 

specifically on these interests. 

Organisation Area of Interest 
Wheels for All Bath and West Disability cycling 
Wesport Inclusive sports charity 
Learning for Work – Youth 
Connect South West 

Learning disabilities 

Bath Mind Mental Health Charity 
Access Bath and North East 
Somerset 

Accessibility forum 

Swan Advice Network/Swan 
Transport 

Community Transport charity 

Bath Access Group  
Infinite Pathways Women’s adventure coaching 
Bath Junior Gateway Club Families coping with disability and 

disadvantage through low income 
Bath Ethnic Minority Senior 
Citizens Association 

B&NES residents from minority 
ethnic groups 

Girl Guiding Girls group 
Bath Breeze British Cycling women’s group 

3.2. Women and Girls 
Responses from females made up under a third of total responses to the 

Phase III community survey.    Given the survey was about intended use of 

the new facilities, their lack of participation suggests that women and 

girls are likely to be initially underrepresented in the users, and this is 

therefore something for the forthcoming engagement and outreach from 

the Bike Park team to tackle.  One comment stands out from the 

responses from women and girls: 

“Very male dominated activity. As a 16 year old girl I would not feel 

comfortable running or walking in this space” 

It is important that this perception is addressed, and efforts made to 

ensure both the perception of safety and actual safety and enjoyment of 

all users.  The difference between men and women’s likely use of Bath 

Bike Park was considerable.  While 78% of the men who responded stated 

they would use the mountain bike trails, just 34% of women agreed they 

would use them.  Women using this centre were, from the survey data, 

much more likely to be using walking and running trails, the café and 

nature area than they were to be mountain biking.  It therefore appears 

that although the new facility is attractive to both men and women, their 

use of the site will be different and the dominance of men in mountain 

biking will continue without efforts to address it. 

Other women commented on the affordability of accessing the facilities, 

one mentioning that as a local student, she would be unable to afford the 

prices, and another proposing membership which would enable her to 

regularly ride here. 
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3.3 Disability 
Comments on disability access and parking were made in previous 

iterations of the community engagement.  However, several further 

comments were made in this consultation.  Several regarded the surfaces 

for pathways that are suitable for wheelchairs (respondents noted tarmac 

as being the only suitable surface), suitable wide and accessible parking 

and the cost of the facilities for people with disabilities.  63% of 

respondents to the survey with a disability indicated that they would use 

the mountain biking trails, and other facilities were also supported by 

those who responded with a disability.  5% of those who completed the 

survey considered themselves to have a disability or long-term 

impairment.  

3.4 Age  
Of those aged over 55 who answered the survey 38% stated that they 

would use the facilities at Bath Bike Park, with just under 20% getting 

involved in mountain biking activities.  As with the wider respondents, 

those over 55 and male were more likely to use the Bike Park than 

females, and men were also more likely to engage in mountain biking 

activities.  There were both positive and negative comments from this 

cohort as with others, but some individuals commented that they would 

enjoy using the facilities with their children and grandchildren. 

“I haven't ridden a bike in many years and am very timid to cycle on 

roads because of slightly impaired vision. I would love to try cycling in 

the Bike Park if it is as safe as I hope it will be.” Female respondent aged 

65+ 

 

“I hope to bring my elderly mum for outdoor exercise/recreation and 

hope that there will be enough space on the paths, so that she can walk 

safely, without constantly stopping to allow cyclists and runners to pass 

by.” Female respondent aged 65+ 

3.5 Race 
There were not significant levels of engagement from people from 

minority ethnic groups.  No additional comments were received that 

would imply that the race of the respondents affects their likeliness of 

using the Bike Park, and no racial barriers were identified by respondents. 

It will be essential with all the protected characteristics groups that as the 

development of Bath Bike Park progresses, the community engagement 

makes targeted efforts to ensure inclusion of people from all groups and 

areas. 



Page 18 – Lemon Gazelle CIC – www.Lemongazelle.co.uk 
 

APPENDIX 1 – Respondent Provenance Text Answers to “Other” 
 

Other (please state) 

Live in Bristol. Will come to Bath to visit 

Live just outside BANES 

Regular golfer at Entry Hill 

Limpley Stoke resident- we feel ourselves part of 'greater' Bath  

From nearby village- Limpley Stoke  

Cyclebuddy 

GLL 

BoA resident  

Global Mountain Bike Network 

Resident just outside banes, work in banes  

Second home 

Bristol resident 

Resident of Mendip 

A Bathonian living outside Bath as can't afford to live in it but with a vested interest  

Bristol 

Bristol Resident 

Bristol based  

Frome 

GMBN 

Bristol East resident 

Bristol 

South Glos 

Wiltshire resident, just out of Bath.  
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APPENDIX 2 – How would you travel to Bath Bike Park - Answers to “Other” 
 

If you have answered “other” please specify 

Motorbike 

Run 

With the majority of local residents responding will the fact that we would obviously walk / cycle give a false impression of how many people would drive 

Bus/Walk 

Walk only 

I would walk to the free access areas not the BIKE PARK.  It owul dbe better just to have a park for people NOT bikes 

Car 

We live in odd down. Our ability to cycle with young children will depend on a safe route. 

Run 

My son has additional needs and difficult around busy roads on foot so would opt to drive if suitable parking were available  

Could it be linked with odd down P&R car park? 

Park and ride at odd down 
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APPENDIX 3 – Further Comments from those saying “Yes” they would use the Bike 

Park facilities 
 

Do you have any further new comments on Bath Bike Park which you have not made through previous rounds of consultation? 

I hope to bring my elderly mum for outdoor exercise/recreation and hope that there will be enough space on the paths, so that she can walk safely, 
without constantly stopping to allow cyclists and runners to pass by. 
Scrap the idea of a Bike Park and make it a Nature Park, offering: a running track with exercise points, convert some of the greens for Boules, Croquet and 
perhaps a roller skating flat area. The main aim is to have a peaceful park allowing the enjoyment of the trees and plants. Certainly not a noisy Bike Park 
with visitors cars blocking residential roads. 
yes three- the design is an improvement on the prototype BUT  
 
I don't believe it needs two red trails, certainly not to begin with-one will suffice.This will create more spaces between the trails at the bottom of the 
Park(hole 6 on the golf course),where i understand the trails will be downhill with the exception of the right hand blue trail that will be used by bikers to 
go back up the hill(with many walking their bike). 
 
Also i think the left hand blue trail should be merged earlier with the orange trail, again to create a bit more space between the trails on the old sixth hole. 
 
Thirdly the pump track has been moved slightly but replaced by a beginner track for scooters and balance bikes. I understand the logic of locating it near 
the cafe,so parents can keep an eye on their young kids, but it needs to be further away from the garden of the Towers 
Residents should get a discount. 
 
Tell the snobs who want a golf course to bugger off. It’s the kids’ turn now. 
I can drive to the New Forest to ride amazing trails for free!  
 
It is obvious it will not work as a bike park - since the golf course closed it has been used by walkers and families who enjoy the natural environment it has 
become. It has not been frequented by bikers. That surely says it all. 
 
Do not destroy what has naturally become a haven for nature and families. Add a good cafe and some natural play areas, manage the woods and 
pathways and leave be. 
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If you cannot manage that then donate it to the National Trust. 
I would use the entire park as I have a young family who I represent on this survey too - my children will use the cafe, the younger areas and the play Zoe, 
my partner and I will use the running trails each morning for jogs, and I will personally use the more expert biking trails by myself. I feel strongly that my 
demographic is being underrepresented - are young families being counted as single voices? In my case this should, by rights, count as 4 individual votes 
of full confidence in the validity of this bike park.  
This is a very nice open piece of land in a very central location. If you wish to fence sections off it you should reduce the price of use.  
 
Also sell beer in the cafe please.  
Regarding the bicycle hire 20£ is an acceptable price if you don't have to pay for the half day ticket otherwise would be a bit too much only attracting 
people with more ££ capacity. 
 
A simple example I have been to national velodrome in Newport and the price for a taster session is around 25£ with a class with the bicycle hire included 
which is supervised  and  there is a bigger issue of causing damage to the track of you crash or fall unlike a dirt track that is easily fixable. That being said 
you shouldn't make prices higher than an Olympic level location. 
This is one of the best places to sled when it snows, I hope that will still be possible. 

I would be interested if any of the trails are suitable for gravel bikes 

No 

There is just not sufficient car park for potential visitor especially at peak time and this is not something that has been addressed satisfactorily so I am very 
much against this proposal . We as the nearby resident will be the one who will pay for the increase in traffic and deterioration in air quality which banes 
keeps pedalling but this proposal at its current form does not address these issues 
Living on Entry Hill I object to the bike park. The council have totally disregarded the locals , they promised the golf course would remain and have 
betrayed. Entry Hill is already a rat run due to the failure of the council. The dog walkers continually park outside residents houses , why not keep the 
gates open for them. The councillors could do us a huge favour and resign en masse. 
Just wanted to say as people living locally, my partner and I are really looking forward to this. The plans look great (we're not all nimby's)!  

At this late stage in the process it is totally unacceptable that the information on the design of the site is still only in diagrammatic form . The public should 
be able to see the location of the houses surrounding the site which will reveal just how close it is proposed to build the tracks and other bike facilities to 
them. There is also no information given on the location of the existing trees on the site and what is to happen to them, especially how many  may be 
felled and where that is likely. It is quite clear that the intent is to not provide any clear information on which the plans can be judged . Is that because the 
council know that what is being proposed is totally unacceptable to local residents. Quite frankly the whole so-called consultation process has been a 
sham and the only intent has been to" justify "a previously taken decision to build a MBT on the site in order to attempt to raise revenue for the council. 
we would like to keep plenty of dog walking space and good cafe please 
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I would like to see the bike park less dominant in the space compared to the facilities most likely to be used frequently by the locals. 

The site is not suitable due to noise, traffic, parking and environmental issues. 

This is a much better use of the space from an environmental point of view that if it continued as a golf course because the multiple use aspect allows a 
wider demograph to use it 
Costs seem very high compared to our current membership of Windhill Bike Park.    Annual 
 
Membership is only £90 to ride all day everyday.    How much will your annual membership be?  
We are a young family that live locally so excited to see a new play space and cafe for the kids. However we are concerned about the extent of the park 
that will be fenced off for commercial gain, carving up the beautiful unspoilt park with little left over for public enjoyment.  
 
We are not convinced this is the most appropriate use of the beautiful space. 
 
Also there is an opportunity to create a pedestrian/cycle link to the bottom of entry hill.  
 
Lastly there is an opportunity to provide a meaningful play space here which is so lacking in this area- please can the publically accessible spaces be the 
focus of the plans for this space?  
 
Entry Rise Resident  
The plans sound good,  I can see what you are planning to change the golf course into, however I have 2 girls aged 2 and 4 and would like the space to be 
used for all ages, so if they chose to use the bike park there is something to suit there age and ability as they grow with having this facility on our door 
step. I am also keen the bike park encompasses a waking trail and play area.  
Only when will it open?! I know lots of people that don't want it to happen in our area they are worried about parking and wildlife... But we can't wait! It 

will be a really good thing for kids and families. As long as you can sort the parking out and overcome the objections!           
Just that it should be used as a nature park for walking , relaxation - it’s all to do with bikes - we have bike facilities on odd down which is only 5 mins 
away!!  
An inner city bike park is an excellent idea and likely to see much more use than a golf course. The pay to use model is a sustainable model. The whole 
project should be applauded.  
A shame about the allottments and scaling back some of the nature provisions. Would be good to get it up and running though, so Godspeed! 

I think it is a fantastic scheme and I can’t wait to see it finished! 

I feel the charging model is totally wrong: a better model would be to charge for car-parking at 9say £10 / hour) but make access to trails etc free. I this 
way the park would have true community amenity and discourage car use. 
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I am very unhappy about the 'dawn to dusk' model for being open: if the park is part of the proposed Scholar's way, then at least the south part of the 
park and the path between Wells way to Entry Hill needs to be open 24/7. 
 
There needs to be mitigation to Entry Hill to create a safe bike route along it connecting both to the south at least as far as Hawthorn avenue) and north 
to Greenway lane. 
Cheaper childs bike hire would be nice. Adult seems ok. 

It would be good to have seats at various points around the walking route.  

It looks very exciting and I’m looking forward to using it when it is ready. 

The costing of £28/family is quite high. Most families are unlikely to use the site for extended sessions. Most kids are tired after 1 hour riding. Perhaps 
pricing could include an hour pass at a lower rate? Also, locals may pop in for a ride more often if they could just do an hour at a reasonable cost? £5? 
 
Could you consider annual passes? Dynamic pricing reflective of demand?  
The original design included a way to cross the fenced off area, which now seems to have been removed. This is, in my opinion, vital for proper combined 
use of the area. It is unacceptable to fence off the middle and make it inaccessible, for a variety of reasons. A crossing needn't affect the use of the bike 
trails, but the lack of one will seriously impact its use for walkers etc. Without the crossing I will not use the facilities at all. 
I THINK THIS WILL BE A FANTASTIC AMENITY FOR ALL RESIDENTS AND VISITORS TO BATH. HEALTHY AND FAMILY ORIENTED - IN A SEMI RURAL 
ENVIRONMENT. OUR FAMILY (CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN) WILL LOVE IT 
I'm concerned about the negative impact that the bike park will have on the wildlife. 
 
Also I'm very disappointed about the area for dog walking and exercising.  
I'd like to be able to use the site regularly and hope that it becomes a place to meet and mix with others in this neighbourhood - but I'm concerned that it 
will be overun by people visiting to use the  bike trails. Like most of Bath it will be full of students and tourists. Not local people one can get to know and 
with a vested interest in the community.  I can imagine the cafe being noisy and also muddy in wet weather. The new plan seems to have cut back on the 
community space, with shorter walking trail, smaller pond, no allotments and more space taken up by car parking. I think it is going to be a lost 
opportunity to develop something that genuinely benefits local people.  
It would be a brilliant option to have a Membership, where you pay a certain amount a month to use all the facilities as many times as the member would 
like. I'm an Odd Down resident, and would be going here every week 100%. The prices seem quite high, expecially if you are there a lot. Prices seem to fit 
with a "one day family outing" and not with users who would come here constantly. 
 
If a membership were to be in place, I'll sign up instantly.  
Ignore the naysayers. It will be a great success 

Not convinced that the MBP will be tough enough for the more serious rider. Even beginners wouldn't find it challenging. 
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A membership scheme would be great, and would encourage more frequent use 

We have concerns about parking on Wellsway given there will be two pedestrian entrances. We are concerned this will leave to more people parking on 
this road which already has very limited parking for residents. And we are concerned the drop off idea will lead to the valuable few parking spaces being 
taking up for this use. We also worry it will add to congestion on an already congested road, and safety issues if cars and pulling out of/into the flow of 
traffic while doing drop offs.  
As a member of a local twice a week cycle club, it would be great to think that the bike park could also provide a destination for coffees, bike 
maintenance/parts shop, pay electric bike charging, as well as a bike friendly ambience, in a wildlife friendly area. 
I feel that the new bike park should heavily invest in restoration of biodiversity and habitat restoration- and be a role model for residents and visitors to 
come to cycle, run, come for a walk or chat in the cafe, whilst also see what best practise urban wildlife conservation looks like. 
£9.50 is far too much for a single entry unless you have a yearly pass for £40 ish. I have indicate that I would use it weekly but at £9.50 I would probably 
never go. 
The suggested costs for mountain bike trails would just mean I would drive to Ashton court park and ride for free.  

it would be great for there to be progression clubs for the MTB for adults and kids. I'd love to see what we can do to get more girls, ladies interested in 
MTB 
£9.50 sounds very expensive. They better be good trails if you are going to charge that amount. 

Becoming more disillusioned with it.  
 
I can see the benefits but I just think more people will drive to it than cycle due to small children in families etc and there has been no communication re 
the LTN and parking so I do feel uneasy. 
The (pedestrian and cycle) gate to Wellsway (South West corner) is good. Could it be moved further up the hill, into the corner as much as possible? This 
means less climbing on the busy road to cross over to the Odd Down playing field/cycle track/bmx track (I also hope a gate is then put into the corner of 
the playing fields, with a road crossing point). 
Hope that annual/monthly passes will be available for those who use the park regularly. Possibly at a discounted rate if sustainable transport methods are 
used to get to the park?  
My only concern is the combination of holes in the fence for badgers with people dog walking. 
 
Will there be a requirement for dog walkers to keep there dogs on the lead at all times as I fear if one got through the fence it would cause a nasty 
accident? 
Aware that trails in Bristol/ wales are longer and often incur no cost apart from parking . Keeping the cost of entry low will bring more people to area( eg 
bath cycle track at odd down) people will spend in cafe and further revenue can be raised there.  
 
Maybe as a thought, charge children under 16 nothing to encourage them to use it and keep adult cost around £5 
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Looks great - can’t wait for the site to be redeveloped. We attended some of the events last summer and they were well run and the kids enjoyed them!  

I believe this will be a better use of the site for the majority of people who live and work in Bath and NES. 

Such a great project and so good for the young people of Bath. Keep up the good work. 

Only to highlight the need for bus/bike provision - First already operate the Wessex Water bus with bike racks, so either a shuttle bus or bike space 
available on existing buses would reduce car use.  
I love that so many activities have been accommodated for the site. Its a great way to use the area for multi-use! 

It should have no charge to ride as per Ashton Court facility ots council land we pay for it ultimately.  

The revised plans look really good with the right mix of free and paid for areas.  The decision to remove the allotments feels right to allow for more 
genuinely shared use activities.  As a local resident I'm really excited to see the plans become a reality. 
Fantastic that accessibility and encouraging new comers are all being considered but please make sure there’s interest for experienced riders too. If things 
are watered down too much it’ll get real boring, real fast.  
Yes. Hurry up and build it.  

Need to make sure the cost doesn’t make it prohibitive. £28 for a half day family ticket is too much. Maybe provide some sort of season ticket option for 
Bath residents. 
Looking forward to the bike park opening 

Happy for these proposals to go ahead 

I am totally against turning this beautiful green area into a Bike Park that will destroy some of the natural environment with disturbance, preparation and 
making of the tracks etc.  It will also increase noise pollution and the amount of traffic in and around Entry Hill.  I currently walk in this area several times a 
week as a way to escape from busy life.  It is quiet, beautiful and I often see deer, buzzards and a wide variety of other bird and plant species.  Please 
reconsider the proposals as we need to keep the whole of this area a place where the local community can enjoy nature in a quiet protected space.  Any 
proposals need to be inline with improving sustainability and climate change. 
It's disappointing that it will be so expensive. This will make it inaccessible to less affluent locals.  

The diagrams being used to communicate the layout of the facility are totally inadequate and misleading. When are the Council and Pedal Progression 
going to release plans and supporting information that properly show the scheme and how it fits within the existing landscape? For example the 
suggested overspill car park area for 20 cars is on a steep slope covered in trees, the so called accessible green route includes lengths that would not meet 
inclusive access standards, the plans put multiple bike track routes through existing tree zones but with no demonstration of how these will work. The 
green route does not connect to Entry Hill so does that imply there is no accessible entrance from that side? Finally, the areas available for free public 
access are extremely limited in reality with much of the spaces left over being inaccessible due to steep slopes, existing trees and drainage infrastructure. 
The current diagram and associated text and supporting information is giving a false impression of the reality and needs to be corrected. 
I cannot tell if it is possible to walk around the circumference of the park. This would be important to me. Happy that the majority of the site is used for 
cycling but there needs to be a reasonable provision for those that do not cycle 



Page 26 – Lemon Gazelle CIC – www.Lemongazelle.co.uk 
 

The cost seems alot (nearly £10 for the trails). The trails won't be massive so it strikes me that 1-2 hours will be a long enough to ride there. The cost 
seems steep. I would be interested in a 'season pass' which would encourage me to use it more regularly but for not as long. 
I fully support the bike park as a new recreation area for the local people and children to use  

This is a wonderful opportunity to develop a huge space into a community hub. The scope for green space, play areas, walking etc will be a welcome 
addition. Re: mountain biking, this works well for catering to those who already enjoy this hobby or to those who would like to take it up. However, for 
any family that isn't in the top bracket of earners the cost is not viable. How could a family with little disposable income afford to pay almost £100 for a 
half day session with bike hire. Overwhelming support for the project from me, but please consider the pricing in order to be accessible to all in the city.  
I believe the mountain bike park is an awful idea which will ruin the biodiversity of the current golf course and negatively impact local residents due to 
increased noise, traffic and traffic pollution.  
I believe it should be left as nature park with area’s of rewilding . 

Just try to hold onto the fact it is a MTB centre and don’t let the cafe/play/walkers ect dilute it as there are ample resources around.  

Its a beautiful safe quiet space to walk with my dog we have seen deer, squirrels and birds of prey it will be an awful shame to spoil that  

This is a very positive development for Bath and especially younger people. We still have an open access green space but also an exciting new bike facility 
which will be great for some of our younger visitors to my home in Bear Flat. I will use it for walks and perhaps the cafe to meet up with friends, but am 
also looking forward to seeing young people able to enjoy the space. There has been a lot of criticism of the park , noticeable in the Bath Chronicle, 
negative and unhelpful. The Bristol facility seems to run well and I hope the Bath version will be a good addition to the City. 
Parking. St Martin's, has limited parking where staff have to pay. So the park in the neighbourhood. Rosemary lodge staff must park off site. Sainsbury's? 
Staff parking is now a old people's home, in the building.  Sydenhams no parking for staff on site. Come on parking should be sorted as a priority, why 
should we as locals suffer, not being able to park outside our houses now. Parking permits, no thank you. Address the parking please  
I think its a great use of the space and I'm very excited for it to open 

Have park and ride stop and access on Wellsway. Small campsite? Exercise stations on running walking track. Work with local personal trainers 

A bike park would destroy this wild ‘lung’ of Bath. It is a wild space and should be left as such. In view if climate emergency, to destroy the habitat an 
ecology is a crime. Furthermore, a very few percentage of local people would use a bike like whilst a very high percentage need more places to walk, and 
this is a great place for walking.  
Wrong place for a bike park. 
 
Not wanted. Not needed. 
 
Original public choice was compromised by cycle lobbyists and out of town cycle clubs. 
It is not clear from any of your plans I have seen whether dogs will be welcome across the non cycling areas of the site. The only reference is the area 
marked '5' which is also a Wildlife area. Are the two compatible?  
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Will I be able to walk my dog around the perimeter of the site for example? Will I not be able to use the cafe if I have my dog with me? In what areas will 
dog owners be expected to have their pets on leads? Are there areas where dogs will be allowed off their leads? 
I think it should be left as a green space for the community and wildlife - I don’t want a bike park  

This is such an exciting development and opportunity for Bath and the cycling community! Thank you 

This is a wonderful green lung in an otherwise busy residential area. A bike park would discourage wildlife/walkers -please keep it an amenity to be 
enjoyed by ALL. Keep it green!!!!!!! 
It’s a great idea and something the area desperately needs.  
 
I fail to see how anyone could object to something which provides a service which will benefit people’s physical and mental health. Aswell as provide jobs 
and economic income for the community. It’s a win win 
There should be heavy discounts for Bath residents, especially children 

A similar model to Bristols Ashton Court would be amazing. Free to use trails and make money from the cafe/parking. So many kids and teens would be 
able to use the park and it would be such an asset to the community  
Too much public money is being spent and I believe this venture will never pay.  
 
A beautiful place of peace and tranquility about to be spoilt... a great shame. 
I am very concerned about the removal of the community allotments because of lack of accessibility especially as it’s been said that the allotments will be 
replaced with walking trails. Does this mean those areas won’t be accessible either? I’m concerned that the accessible areas have reduced in the revised 
plan. I would like more details if the amount of funding to be spent on community engagement and providing free acess fornlow waged as well as 
improving access for disabled walkers, cyclists or visitors. 3 BB parking spaces is not enough. 20% of population has some form of disability. This needs to 
be represented in any and all access decisions. The new plan seems to have less accessibility then the previous one.  
It's a great idea and I didn't know if it until I saw on Facebook today 19/2/22. My son (9)and his friends will definitely use it (all based in the Chew Valley) 
and we have friends in Guildford who will be very keen to try the mountain bike and jumps areas. Can't wait!  
Yes... let's get it built so we can use it.. can't wait to have another bike park/local trails 

Personally I could pay for the facilities however I feel it is wrong to charge as it ruins the opportunity for kids to use the facilities as this would be a barrier 
for entry for those that it could make a real difference!  
It should be free so that it is accessible to people of all backgrounds. Trails can be maintained through donations, Cafe, merch revenue, volunteers and 
even dedicated dig days which educate people on trail maintenance.  
I think it's a fabulous plan and absolutely needs to happen to make better use of that land. Happy to support in any way!  

There is a large MTB community and not much in the way of MTB trails so this would be welcomed by many 

It's a very constructive initiative which encourages physical and mental activity (riding an offroad trail is the very epitome of mindfulness).  
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I live locally and would prefer either a reduced price than proposed or some form of membership maybe? I'd love to use the trails more than 
"occasionally" but that cost would put me off. In honesty I can see myself coming three times for £5 when id only come once for £9.50. 
I think 9.60 is pretty expensive for a trails centre, not ludicrous but I’m not likely to ride here every week if that’s the cost. It would be great to offer it at a 
lower price point (£5?) or offer bulk buy passes at that sort of price. It will be challenging to fill the park at the higher price point, and it will keep young 
people/those with less away which is less than ideal for a community fitness project during a cost of living crisis  
To encourage usage, unless the centre is truly exceptional (difficult on such a small hill) then the cost should be kept to a minimum.  There are very good 
MTB trails near Bath already that cost nothing.   
The Bath Bike Park should proceed as planned, but further consideration should be given to pedestrian/cycle route from odd down sports ground across 
wellsway. 
Charging more than a couple of pounds to ride any part of the park would exclude those who would most benefit from such a facility. Pump tracks should 
always, always be free.  
I think the nature areas should be larger and not just round the edges. I fear these areas will get over trodden and lose their use for wildlife and dog 
walking. I would prefer that the whole site stayed as it currently is. 
Looking forward to this great project opening. 

Although I'm a very keen cyclist (it's my main form of transport and recreation) as a long time local resident whose only become aware of this space 
during lock down and who uses it daily I'd rather it didn't become a bike park and was just a park for residents. I meet plenty of locals in there who didn't 
take part in the consultation because it wasn't a space we were aware of – now we are, and we'd rather it was left as it is. Also, given the weight of a 
modern mountain bike, and all the associated kit that goes with it there is no way that most of the people visiting won't be driving there. There's a reason 
most MTB centres have an uplift and it's because most mountain bikes (apart from eMTBs) are much better going downhill than up. 
I was excited to have a new family aimed bike park to open up for my children and i but at the price of that wouldn’t bother plenty of places not much 
further away for alot less! Seems more like greed and money driven than getting people out in nature riding bikes  
I think as a local student it’s quite expensive to pay nearly £10 as a local visitor, as going to bike park wales or the Forest of Dean as a group is cheaper and 
lively to be better 
Entry fee for locals will be major offput. Charge for car parking like other trail centres, not trail use. Encourage frequent and casual usage by locals to 
establish scene and get continual feedback for improvement, monetise those looking for destination activities (group events and hire+ride visitors).  If 
riding here is going to be a minimum of £6 a go, most ‘riders’ will take to more established trail centres instead.  
Excellent idea and really hope it all goes ahead. Price sounds a little steep for half a day, but would want to see facilities to justify the cost. For the price 
proposed, it almost worth just driving to wales or train to Bristol instead.  
I'd prefer not to pay to ride, in the same way that Ashton court is free to ride, I would prefer to spend money on parking or the cafe of donations, with 
volunteers for trail maintenance (as the Forrestry Commission does with places like Forest Of Dean) - this way the trails will be used by more people.  
This would be an amazing contribution to the local community support health and well-being and outdoor activities in a city  

Good luck!  Great scheme... 
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I am not in favour of the project. 

Will there be a charge for people who just want to use the walking trails?  

Other bike parks gain their money from car park. Forest of dean for example you pay £7-10 for all day parking but trails are free. I wouldnt pay £9.50 for 
just half a day. Especially if I've walked or cycled there to then pay to ride trails. I think car park and cafe is where the money is made. 
I visit Bath most months and the proposed bike park would be an excellent excuse to visit more often with my young family to visit my brother and sister 
and their children, not just for cycling and cycling skills but also walking and cafe visits. 
A large discount for Bath residents who cycle there would go a long way as these are the people most likely to use frequently. Being able to go for shorter 
periods, as a half day isn't set up for people who live within the city. It's got to appeal to people wanting to visit regularly who might have very low 
income. 
Not nearly enough room for dog walking. Wildlife will be seriously impacted by the current proposed MBP plans.  
 
Just not the place for it and might be used at first, but definitely not a long term financial winner. 
Sound like a brilliant idea. Would defo make me more likely to visit Bath and surrounding areas. 

Seems like a great opportunity to provide people of all ages a safe, off road cycling facility. There are plenty of other areas around the city for parkland, 
walking etc. this area seem better used for cycling. 
I think this will be lovely. My daughter lives nearby and I often visit and take her children out for the day. This will be the perfect spot for us all.  

Is there disabled parking and access? 

I think this would be a wonderful benefit to the city 

Myself and my family are very supportive of Bath Bike Park, it will diversify the facilities of Bath and increase the likelihood of activity for residents, whilst 
providing a far better use of the land than gold course, which uses too much of the public fund for too few people, with little ecological or wider 
community benefit.  
Very much looking forward to having a mtb park opening in Bath. 

Very excited to have a nice spot to ride mountain bikes in Bath! 

I cannot wait for it to open . My father was heavily involved in the creation of the tumps BMX track in the 1980’s . From these humble beginnings I went 
on to be a factory sponsored and world class Bmx racer. This addition to the Bath cycling facilities is nothing but positive . As a whole what Bath will  have 
to offer for cycling and well-being is priceless and quite simply a statement for any city to follow in awe of .  
 
The benefits of all three cycling facilities together are nothing short of amazing . As a city we should be proud to be able to offer such a complete package 
for two wheel activity incorporating nature, fitness and  recreational space . The re-use of this site is nothing short of inspirational to other cities . I am 
very proud to be able to call this city my home and as a council you should be very proud of what we have to offer to all that choose to visit or reside here 
.  I do hope that additional funding and help will be considered for the tumps BMX track also in the future to allow the facility to be used again as a 
national venue in the now Olympic sport . Cycling in Bath has a lot to offer and long may it continue to be recognised and appreciated  
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Your strategy is to control traffic with a booking system. Surely all free to use facilities won’t have to be booked. Including the shop/ cafe, play area, walks/ 
nature areas and Pump track?  This could account for more than half of the visitors that will be speculative visitors.  
Looking forward to riding there  

This would provide much needed local cycle facilities for my young kids. Currently have to travel to Ashton court for any trails suitable for small children 

Pedestrian / Bike Entrance on Wellsway is a good idea, its right by the bus stop too which needs promoting 

I'd much prefer an annual membership. Half day tickets aren't really worth it. 

I found this survey to be very disappointing.  Only asking closed questions about likely use of the site presuming it will proceed.  It makes no mention of 
alternatives nor does it consider whether this would be good use of c£ half a million of council funding. There must be a real concern that the community 
elements of the proposals will only proceed once funds are generated by the bikes trails (see Pedal progression web site).  Many years maybe never.  
Financial sustainability is not addressed.  There has been little transparency about the results of the consultation and the support levels from those who 
will be most directly impacted. 
 
The density of the bike trails in the centre of the site causes concern about impact of the biodiversity and public realm of the site.  Construction will be 
significant as presumably the tracks will need to be built up rather than excavated (due to the contaminated land). If this proceeds the outer areas must 
be completed at the same time as the bike tracks. 
Welcome addition, and nice to see something for children to do outdoors. An inclusive rather than exclusive facility. 

No 

Pricing seems a bit high compared to other similarly equipped facilities. For example, Twisted Oaks bike park charges slightly more but for a full day.  

There are very limited good MTB routes (bridleways etc) around Bath and bespoke trails are really the best way to enjoy the sport.  Having trails within 
the city would be a tremendous asset with the nearest centres being Bristol and Wales. 
Not really, but as a Bath resident I think this is great development and I'm very impressed with the ecological approach and community engagement and 
generally just how considerate everything around the park is. Can't wait to ride there. 
It’s a wonderful idea for Bath. It’s an inclusive sport which will allow teenagers to take risks in a measured environment.  It pains me that there are so 
many rounds of consultation on seemingly the same topics.   
Ideal would be a 3G football pitch :) 

Seeend it!!      
What about if you offer an annual season ticket for the mtb trails? I would pay £250 

No 

This will be a really great addition to the community. Shame the allotments got dropped, but I can understand why. Overall the bike park seems really well 
thought out and I'm excited for it to open 



Page 31 – Lemon Gazelle CIC – www.Lemongazelle.co.uk 
 

~£9 is expensive and not in line with other bike parks around the country. “B1KE” have a number of trail centres around the south and they look like they 
might have better facilities.  
I hope to see some sort of annual membership, similar to what is offered by b1ke for windhill ect.  

I do not understand how the consultation response can state the following - After consultation with Highways, it was considered unfeasible to have 
vehicle access off the Wellsway due to the potential impact on the road network (A367) and cost - yet think it is feasible to have that same increase in 
traffic on Entry Hill. If the flow of traffic is enough to cause potential impact to the road network how can it be acceptable for it to do the same on Entry 
Hill?  Especially given the council's other plans for Entry Hill.  
When do we open? 

Looks brilliant! Great job. I can't wait to have this amazing asset in Bath. It will be a credit to the area and it's clear that enormous thought and care is 
being put into it 
Love the revised plans. Can’t wait to see it all come together. Such a great facility to have on our doorstep  

Cannot wait to have this facility in Bath and so close by, it will be a real asst to the town!  

It would be good to have a membership option for regular users rather than having to pay per visit. Possibly at a discounted for local residents.  

Make it affordable! 
 
Not everyone's parents are made of money. £40 for a full day is complete rip off, especially if you're going to be charging per section of park.  
 
£20 MAXIMUM for full access of the park is what people want. 
think it's a great development and a real differentiator for Bath.  I hope they bring competitions to the bike park so we can get some real fame and visitors 
for Bath 
Yes i belive the Ashton Court facility offers free to use trails why is this not offered at Bath? I personally think this will lead to low use of the park.  

Looking forward to it, hopefully the planets align and it's here sooner rather than later, good luck!  

Having read some of what people have put in the consultation it is clear that traffic and parking is a enormous concern for people who live near the site. I 
hope you are able to ‘walk the walk’ when it comes to active travel- ie. on site parking should be a serious cost (£10+ per vehicle) and the cycle routes to 
the site connecting to Scholars Way and the 2 Tunnels route are accessible to all ages and abilities making them the safe and easy option for visitors. Also, 
ensure the park and ride bus can set down/pick up from Wellsway. Should there be a free coffee for everyone arriving by bike? (mine’s a flat white 
please!)  
 
However, I also note a pre-emptive suggestion of residents parking was shouted down by those nearby. You can only try so hard to resolve issues. (I live 
by the Royal United Hospital. The parking issues are considerable but 3 times in 15 years people voted against residents parking). Some people will moan 
whatever and refuse to accept any impact at all on their lives.  
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Best of luck with it- looking forward to visiting!  
I'm excited to see the progress being made, but based off of other facility's cost, I can't see £20 for a whole day being maintainable. I think £10 for a whole 
day, similar to that of B1kepark facilities is fair, however, I'm happy to be proven wrong, if BBP ends up being on another level.  
I am keen to volunteer with the project either through trail maintenance or Guided/coaching  rides 

Not beyond parking and traffic in the immediate surrounding area, the latter already being a big problem 

There should be some fee, I would like to use it a lot but at £9.50 I would probably never use it. Rather drive to Wales pay £3 for parking and ride all day. 
Maybe annual pass of £40ish would make me keen again.. 
Can't wait for it to open 

Looks cool! 

Great work, well done on your updated plans and for listening to all the feedback from previous consultations 

It would be a great alternative for Ashton court, more trails is only a plus 

I would be very keen to pay an anual pass for access to the pump track only.  

We'd need a safe route to get there cycling from town. If there is no safe route, we won't be able to visit as a family. 

Will there be an option to purchase an annual pass? Be interested to see how the board walks fot into the trail design, i hope there is still plentg of scope 
to ride on dirt 
What happened to the central foot path from Entry Hill to Wellsway shown on your previous scheme? 

This consultation only mentions the half-day ticket cost. Wind Hill is the nearest paid bike park and they offer an annual ticket for a price equivalent to 
12.5 of their daily tickets. As I live just three minutes away from Entry Hill, I am most interested in an annual ticket - even if it's restricted to weekdays 
only. 
Would probably visit more if there was something like a membership, annual payment, etc that offered a reasonable discount.  

The proposed new plans recognise that most users will travel by car and this fits badly with the Council’s stated Climate Emergency agenda and Bath’s 
well known traffic problems. It is also alarming that no detailed assessment of the environmental risks of developing this refuse site has been published. It 
is also clear that wide scale disturbance of the site will take place during construction. It is also clear that MTB  events attracting large amounts of traffic 
are an essential part of the plan. This is an unsuitable site for such a project sited as it is in a residential area. 
It doesn’t seem like the design challenges have been addressed - for many of the important ones such as access/traffic/noise/opening hours it is simply 
we can’t do this or much of the detail is in the planning application or in the draft transport assessment which is not in the public domain so how can we 
fully comment on the proposal? What if more than 54 cars turn up? Will pedal progression only allow 54 people to book a session in case they all decide 
to drive? How will people know the car park is full and they need to park elsewhere or does everyone need to drive up Entry Hill and chance their arm? 
What about the dog walkers/Forest school users/cafe users/walkers who also choose to drive to the site? No one is monitoring them or asking them to 
walk. Entry Hill has been proposed  as a low traffic neighbourhood because it is already struggling with traffic - how can you put something that will 
increase traffic in this area? If all of the spaces are used and there are 2 sessions that is an extra 200+ traffic movements per day excluding those who 
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drive there and then discover there are no spaces and have to drive on to the overflow parking. In the overall scheme of a wider area that number may 
sound insignificant but if you were told that an extra 200+ cars would drive past your house every day how would you feel? Added to the fact that this is 
not an arterial route but is a narrow, winding route with narrow pavements which is already hazardous for both pedestrians, cyclists and occasionally 
drivers. All of this traffic will be concentrated into 4 peak arrival/departure times which will make arriving at the site on foot or by bike at the times 
hazardous.  
Cafe area of 50m2 sounds very small, especially if this also accommodates retail and reception space. In reality... that can't offer much more than take 
away. This seems like a massive missed opportunity to develop a real hub which will drive wider use of the facilities, especially for family groups which 
presumably will be a key target market. 
Fairly obvious but a lot of our use of the park would depend on its quality. If it’s decent, fairly priced maybe with discount membership options, and with a 
good cafe I could see us coming a lot.  
The cafe and nature areas will be very important. Access via Wellsway to take the pressure off Entry Hill is a good idea. Outdoor gym equipment spread 
along a trail would be great. 
Mainly to emphasise the need to traffic free access for pedestrians and cyclists to access the facilities. 
 
Has the nearby park and ride been considered as an overflow for those coming by vehicles with their own cycles?  
Great to see a balanced approach. Fantastic and exciting! 

What a great plan 
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APPENDIX 4 - Further Comments from those saying “Not Sure” that they would use 

the Bike Park facilities 
 

Do you have any further new comments on Bath Bike Park which you have not made through previous rounds of consultation? 

Concerns about adverse impact on immediate neighbourhood if the capped number of users needs to be increased to provide viability  

My family would not want to cycle for 1/2 day.  An hourly session would be fine.  Surely people should be encouraged to walk/cycle to the bike park 
(parking should be £15/day pro rata like the rest of Bath). 
I don’t like the concept of a bike park. 

No mention of how it will work with LTN proposed by BANES 
 
Publish environmental impacts on wildlife and habitats on the site 
 
Why haven’t Entry Hill Drive response shown in previous consultation responses? There were many. 
 
will be too noisy for residents whose homes adjoin the site. 
 
No details how you will manage additional traffic on Entry Hill, speeding, dangerous driving, pavement parking and all the other current road issues 
which make it a dangerous route to walk. Visitors will make this worse not better  

You do realise that a mountain bike park is about as NON-inclusive as you could get. Very much the preserve of white, middle-class males.  

I’m concerned about the welfare of the wildlife in the site. Yesterday I saw a fine Stag in there. There are often deer crossing the site & I don’t think 
they’ll thrive having to use the perimeter areas. Also I thought that the Bath City Council promoted Equality, Diversity & Inclusion? How does a sport 
which is dominated by white, middle-aged men fit in with this philosophy? My wife works for the world’s biggest cycling media company. Their readers 
are 98% white males. What’s in it for the women & ethnic races? 
Concerned about increase in traffic including access on Wellsway leading to increased parking on the road, which is already hard for residents to find 
spaces on. Concerned the community garden has been removed from plans, and limited spaces for people to walk for free 
really concerned about the increased traffic in the area because of this. A costly bike park is only going to appeal to a very limited number of the 
community. its infuriating that this space is not going to be used for something more inclusive and accessible  
I do not want a bike park on Entry HIll.  I would like it to be a space for everyone.  The increased traffic and parking on Entry Hill would be significant and 
the increase in traffic would go against the current Council's desire to rid the city of private vehicles completely.  There would also be a noise element 



Page 35 – Lemon Gazelle CIC – www.Lemongazelle.co.uk 
 

directly affecting the houses that abut the bike park.  Also, I do not think that young kids would pay to use it as it would be too expensive to use 
regularly.   
As I my property is VERY close to the golf course I would walk. I doubt many other visitors who live further away would & will therefore come by car. It is 
not practical to bring bikes on public transport therefore expect parking & safety issues on Entry Hill will be very problematic. This needs full 
consideration before any facility opens 
It was difficult to answer some questions accurately as I would only use biking facilities with grandchildren 

being a nearby resident i am very concerned about noise and to a lesser extent light pollution of a currently very quiet area. I want assurances that no 
loud PA system will be in use especially at evenings and weekends 
Very concerned on the extra through traffic for where I live (Hansford Square) especially if Entry Hill is closed to through traffic as proposed. I think 
access onto the Bradford Road for cars from the bike park will be problematic and dangerous. It is already for those of us exiting top of Entry Hill and 
Hansford Square at rush hours. 
As a resident close to it I am worried about the noise and also what it will do to the wild life and their habitat as there are badgers foxes and deers living 
there!  
It seems to me  that the money that BaNES are intending to spend on this project {and have already spent on consultations)  could be put to better use.  
Entry Hill was always used by walkers whilst being a golf course.  Will bike riders visit this facility more than once? Hm 
The increase of traffic on Entry Hill - already a hazardous road. 

In a climate emergency it is hypocritical that this is going ahead 

SEE YOU ALL AT PLANNING! 

I am a keen MTB but there are plenty of countryside trails I can use  for free. I might pay for the novelty a few times but as a student would not be able 
to use regularly. 
Cost is an issue. I don’t want to pay for access to what was a public green space 

It seems to me like a good use of the space. Well thought through plans and good responses to local concerns. I hope it becomes a reality, it’s great for 
families to be able to do outdoor activities together. 
We don’t need a bike park  

As a neighbour of the site, I would be keen to see a proper worked plan to scale which includes the surrounding houses. I am globally supportive of the 
park but have some concerns about noise (especially when there are events) and how the parking situation might play out in practice. 
I don't accept the explanation that the heights at the north end of the site onto Entry Hill prevent a new entrance being created. There should be at least 
a pedestrian access with 'emergency stairs' type of access which would not be very costly and a great improvement in terms of accessibility and creating 
a more pleasant and connected off-road walking routes network.  
The parking facilities are inadequate. The latest proposals do not address the issue of residential streets being used by visitors as a free parking lot. As a 
minimum local residents need residential parking permits. Best of all: cancel the Bike Park & make it a leisure park.  
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The current plans still do not address the issues of 1. traffic flow and congestion in and out of site and safety of pedestrians and cyclists using Entry Hill. 
This is already a dangerous route with the existing volume and speed of traffic 
 
2. The impact on local residents from noise from the bike park and increasing visitors numbers to a residential area 
 
3. The impact upon  and destruction of wildlife and habitats include badger sets and deer, At a time when BANES have declared a climate emergency 
and are trying to reduce emissions and pollution across the city.  Will you publish the full ecological report about the site as it is now and be transparent 
about the environmental impact of implementing and running a bike park on the site.this should  Include the increase in emissions from cars driving to 
site you anticipate  
 
4. Detailed proposals and decisions have not yet been made on a LTN for Entry Hill, so how can you have a traffic management plan when this could 
significantly change the access to site and traffic flow?  
 
5. The results from your previous survey show no responses from BA25NL or the other Entry Hill Drive postcode, yet I and my husband and many of my 
neighbours have responded to all of your consultations so why are our survey results missing and how many others responses haven’t been included in 
the results, somewhat invalidating your consultation findings. Will you with find your missing data or re-run those consultations?  
As a resident of Entry Hill, I have genuine concerns that the proposed bike park will negatively impact the intended outcomes of any implemented Low 
Traffic Neighbourhood and Residents Parking Zone.   
Yes, it doesn’t appear that the inputs of residents of Entry Hill Drive BA25NL and BA25NJ have been taken into account in previous consultants and 
feedback.  Please confirm. 
Bike park is in the wrong place. 
 
Costs too much to set up, especially in these days if austerity. 
I think the changes you have made are significantly useful and you have made a great effort to include the concerns of many.  well done 

I am disappointed the free to use multi user trail no longer goes around the entire site or across the middle of the site. 
 
I am disappointed that allotments have been removed from the plans & that the nature pond has dramatically reduced in size from original plans. 
 
I am also concerned at the prospect of additional fencing not previously mentioned to improve the security of the site.  
Need to ensure can walk all way around site in non paid area 

I probably won't use it but fully support its provision. 

I really hope that all your environmental mitigations do a good job of not destroying the amazing habitat it has become.  
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The majority of people, and particularly residents, just want an open space, a green park to enjoy and destress in.  The MOUNTAIN BIKE PARK is being 
railroaded through by a small number of council officials who are keen mountain bikers and live outside the area.  Statistics and surveys have been 
manipulated, such as when people say they want a park, this has been included as wanting a “Bike Park” and then trying to con people into thinking a 
MOUNTAIN BIKE PARK is actually a “FAMILY CYCLE CENTER”.    The new plans do nothing to address concerns raised about the design.  You can no longer 
walk across the site – this is fundamentally wrong.  There is an additional pump track type area which will be incredibly noisy.  Nothing tangible has been 
done to address more car traffic coming to the site as a direct result of the MBP.  There are some empty promises but nothing enforceable and let’s face 
it, the MBP relies on more traffic or it will not generate the numbers it needs to be financially viable.  This should not have got as far as it has.  It is a 
huge waste of public money and there were various other proposals for the space which would have been beneficial to more people and a wider cross 
section of society, at little or no cost to the taxpayer.  Please, please, please stop before it is too late.  We have had a two year pandemic where green 
space for people (not just bikers) has been shown to be so valuable.  Do the right thing.  If not, there will have to be a reckoning at some point and I look 
forward to those responsible being held to account publicly. 
I'm still not clear how this bike park is meant to be accessible to the average person/family which presumably is the main target group for using it? Its on 
amazingly steep set of hills and not overly accessible or nearly enough parking? Are families meant to transport all their bikes there, or try to bike to it 
themselves?? It seems more likely the main objective is to get people to hire bikes, so pay more money on top of the ticket and cafe costs. Yet main 
intended audience is quite green and nature friendly families who are not interested in spending lots of money and the consequential effects of site (i.e. 
costs/consumerism involved, parking/traffic issues, crowds in nature area etc..) and just want a cheap and fun day out in 'nature'. what happens if use is 
less than anticipated?? There are two great bike tracks less than a km away made available for the public, with one free and other only meant to cost a 
pound (most of time you can go on for free), however they are not run well nor with any effort to engage public and little used, especially the hire bikes 
(£2 each). Same situation about having great facilities and being poorly run happened with Entry Hill golf course, and look what happened to it! So are 
we in danger of paying 1 million for yet another local service to be outdated/unused in 2 years because of how its run? Is this part of consultation or will 
management plans and running of it be outside of this and imposed on us, will this bike park end up costing local authority £70k/year in a few years 
time...?               
I then no it is a terrible shame that this site is being used for a bike park. It is a lovely natural area and would be far better used as a nature park, with a 
childrens play area and cafe to encourage more people to go there. Losing half the site to mountain biking is really disappointing. There won’t be much 
of a walking trail left!  
There should be a much fairer allocation of space for walking/running. At least half of the area set aside for free “community” space is unusable and 
inaccessible.  The cafe proposed is far too small and will only cater for bikers (and not all of them). This is not a community cafe. There should be a 
commitment to provide for better amenities for non-bikers, as mountain biking is a niche activity. The operators should be contractually obliged to 
provide all community facilities upon opening and maintain them during the whole contract period.  
The cost of construction makes this an unnecessary speculative project when so much money is needed for necessary projects in Bath 

Very disappointed with the leading questions and the updated bike park design. Move activities away from residents homes.  The perimeter fence 
shoukd be taken away. What a destruction to the green area. 
I know, you know that there will be increased traffic and noise. I cannot believe you are imposing this on an area that overwhelmingly rejected it. 
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Proposed costs look excessive and I can't see people affording them on a regular basis. From what I can see there doesn't look to be any free cycling 
areas which is disappointing. If this is aiming at a younger demographic (compared to golfers) I don't see it being sustainable at these costs and in a few 
years time may go the same way as the golf course. I understand the reason for doing something with the site and I'm not opposed to developing a bike 
track but I would undertake some detailed research to check on affordability.  
I would prefer this site not to be used as a Mountain Bike Park. I would like to see it as a nature reserve, with footpaths for walking and running. 

I am just not sure of the viability of the scheme. 
 
It seems like it is going to be hugely expensive to carve up what is a beautiful and diverse green area. The scheme proposes to prevent local residents 
from accessing what is currently a free, beautiful local park. It seems unfair that we must now pay to access and enjoy the majority of this green space. It 
doesnt really the aim of "green space" in Bath. Just another paywall to restrict access to green areas to just for the wealthy of Bath. 
I would give it a go once, and depending how much I enjoyed it might or might not return. 

1. Local parking issues: 
 
The suggestion that local residents' concerns about visitors parking in the residential streets nearby could be countered by establishing RPZs is my main 
worry about the Bike Park proposal.  
 
As local residents we would be penalised both financially and in terms of convenience for ourselves and visitors if an RPZ went ahead. In addition, the 
effect of an RPZ would be to encourage more residents to consider paving front gardens to increase off road parking. Out of 143 houses in Hansford 
Square, Entry Rise and Hill Avenue, 15, (10.5%), currently have front gardens given over completely to hardstanding for cars. All the rest have anything 
up to 60% of their front gardens given over to lawns, ponds, flower beds, shrubs and trees. This considerable contribution to the local environment and 
wildlife would potentially be lost in direct contrast to BANES stated strategy to respond to the ecological emergency we are all facing.  
 
BANES owns the Entry Hill Depot just above the Bike Park site. This could be used for overflow parking if leased to Pedal Progression with a contractual 
obligation to allow use by BANES in times of need.  
 
2. Dog Walking 
 
As a dog owner and local resident, I have been using the Entry Hill park about once a week over the past eighteen months and very much enjoyed the 
open spaces but am unlikely to do so once the Bike Park is established. The free to access Green trail is a path for "Exercise areas and braids for 
coaching", for walkers, families, runners, wheelchairs and modified bike users and for dog walking. Area 5 which is for "Dog walking and informal 
recreation" is less than 3% of the park area and includes a pond which many dogs will not be able to resist.  I appreciate I have many other local areas 
that I can reach on foot to walk my dog but I will miss my occasional forays into the park.  
the latest plan mentions an "overflow" carpark for 20 cars. Where is the main on-site car park located, and for how many cars? 
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I have not contributed to this contribution so far, I have significant concerns around amount of visitors to an already busy place and lack of it 
contributing to a liveable neighbourhood.  
 
The one asset is interest is the caf, there are no cafes near here except down in Bear Flat or on Combe Down and yet again this is positioned in the 
rubbish area of the site. There are some stunning views from this area, why is the cafe not made into a more attractive venue where local people can go 
an enjoy a coffee and the view?  
Unless the map showing proposed development is made more clear, eg showing existing areas of trees and the relationship to nearby houses, it is 
impossible for people living adjacent to the site to assess it's impact. 
I haven't ridden a bike in many years and am very timid to cycle on roads because of slightly impaired vision. I would love to try cycling in the Bike Park if 
it is as safe as I hope it will be. 
I don't agree with this use of this prominent piece of land. I am really disappointed, and sad, that alternatives were not properly investigated. Such a 
shame. 
This site is NOT suitable for a bike park. It’s in the middle of a residential area, with narrow road access, miles from a park and ride, dangerous  for young 
people to ride to. Cyclists who will use the facilities can’t ride the bikes there because road tyres aren’t suitable for the tracks. They will all arrive in a CAZ 
area in vehicles. The enlarged and overflow car parks aren’t sufficient for the amount of people you envisage arriving. The development of the park (not 
part of the bike facilities) will never be finished because the funding comes from profits the bike co make. They will need to honour the loan to BANES 
first. This is a white elephant and not in the interest of the locals or bath residents. The idea of a bike park in Bath is a good idea just not on the proposed 
site. 
Am pleased with your revisions. Will the mesh fence affect the deer population? How will the possible liveable neighbourhood idea of making Entry Hill a 
no-through road impact on traffic arriving at the site?  
We don’t want the bike park to be built if it’s going to increase the amount of traffic and parking on our local roads. A car park needs to be provided 
which can accommodate all the expected cars travelling to the site. 
I’m most excited about the possibility of a forest school or outdoor play area for my children to use.  

There is little demand for this project as a mountain bike facility.  The project should revert to a green space and not include anything to do with 
mountain bikes. 
Would be good to see signposted offroad running and jogging trails. Running is the most popular sport in England 

There are birds nesting. A pair of buzzards and some pairs of crows. Spring is breeding season. What is being done to protect them during breeding 
season and beyond.!RDPB report a major decline in bird populations. A bike park will not work for young bird populations 
I am very concerned about the increase in traffic and effects for residential parking along lower entry hill. 
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APPENDIX 5 - Further Comments from those saying “No” to whether they would use 

the Bike Park facilities 
 

Do you have any further new comments on Bath Bike Park which you have not made through previous rounds of consultation? 

I have studied the new plans and am concerned as my home borders the proposed bike park at a point where there are multiple tracks planned. The plans 
state that the site needs to be built up and cannot be excavated. Since I can hear what dog walkers and runners running past my property are saying I now 
have very serious concerns about the intrusive impact of the proposed plans  on my property. The site is a valley, I will lose my quiet enjoyment of my 
home significantly. I also live very close to one of the proposed drop off zones so am likley to be impacted at the front of my property. I also have concerns 
about the badger holes in fences how will the deer get around the site?  
cant understand why you have reduced the accessible green trail when we had asked for more space for local people to use . The revised pnas place a 
pump track nearer to homes with the associated increase in noise . Nothing has been done about taking traffic away from Entry hill and the provision of 
more car spaces at the site will encourage additional traffic - it appears that all issues raised in past consultation surveys have been totally ignored . Are 
the council following due process as we were advised that the site would not open as no decision had been made yet it was open during August 2021? 
Has anyone raised the potential for a Judicial review ? 
Increased traffic (already very busy and getting worse) - speeding vehicles, overtaking - up & down the hill, pollution, noise from park, parking on main 
road, effect on wildlife. Has due process been followed? 
Extremely concern over the increase in traffic bringing participants to this site . 
 
The proposals are for paid off road biking for the main portion of the site . This will have to attract customers from a wide area to be commercially viable . 
The majority will bring their bikes by car or van. Free off road tracks are only around the perimeter fence and is very limited.In the event that the park 
does not generate a income and makes a loss similar to the Golf course ,this loss will have to be met by the Bath Rate payers. I would prefer the area to be 
used as an open space for the community to enjoy for free. Not a pay for activity . 
Parking is a continual worry 

My husband and I live off entry hill, we have to use entry hill to access our road to walk or drive. Despite the wonderful claims that this will be a bike park 
and visitors will access it by bike we all know this will not happen. Not all bike users will warn or be able to cycle up one of the steepest hills in Bath to 
reach it. Families with children will drive there. The proposers know this because in their latest plan they have INCREASED the car parking area. We 
residents were informed at the beginning of this absurd plan that parking would not be allowed apart from disabled users. But again we and the council 
have been lied to. This park is NOT a community park for the residents of this area or Bath it’s a community park for a small minority of bikers. We 
residents deserve better from the council who should be taking the opinions of residents not from organisations from outside the area. Our council tax 
money should go towards the local community. 
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This park is in the wrong place. Entry Hill is a tightly knit residential area with small local roads and even smaller pavements. It does not deserve to be 
swamped by such the development of the old golf course. 
Leave as is no need for development 

Noise pollution from loud speakers is a real concern as sound travels from quite some distance in this area. The pump track is a worry as it directly backs 
onto houses. How will you make the whole site secure? 
It seems parking could be an issue. However I do not support a RPZ in Hansford Square as the bike Park should offer enough parking or limit the number 
of users for the on-site parking limits 
Not the right place for a bike park , with the wild life that's living there already it should be a protected area, and made into a wild life park  

Such a shame that this beautiful site is being lost to an activity which marginalises most of the local community and takes away a rare natural open green 
space which could be put to a much better use for the community as a whole without increasing traffic in an already choked area.  
No 

Very male dominated activity. As a 16 year old girl I would not feel comfortable running or walking in this space  

Wrong location 

If it remained as a park I would use it but as BMX track I will not. Is there not a nearby BMX track by the sports club ? Why do we need two. What parking 
provision has been made in the new plan I couldn’t see any over and above what is already there?  
Should not be built 

Don’t think this site is suitable did  for a bike park  

Unnecessary and not needed 

At present the area is peaceful. Nature is returning, yet it is probably more used than it has ever been. However, most people walk to reach it. In a 
troubled world, surely we need peace and quiet. There are plenty of places where people can - and do - go mountain biking. From my son's experience of 
doing it, riders prefer wild places. When at University in Middlesbrough, he did not drive there - he cycled from the town centre right out to the Eston Hills 
and cycled over rough tracks. It's popular in the Lake District. Yet here, not only is there a car park - though its site is not shown - there's an overflow car 
park. Entry Hill cannot take all this traffic. There's a mountain bike track by Grosvenor Bridge built by locals - why not develop that instead so the users can 
spend more time cycling and less time having to look after it. This is an overblown scheme, which will create noise, traffic and pollution in a hitherto 
peaceful place. The present users - dogwalkers and pedestrians will be relgated to the edges. the area for 'forest walks' is barely a copse let alone a forest. 
Furthermore the site almost certainly contains contaminated soil - who will pay for the removal of that? And what happens if it fails? the one in Bristol 
may be successful but Bristol is not Bath and Entry Hill is not Ashton Park Estate, which has many other attractions as well. Let's make this are officially a 
peace park. Use yellow rattle to control the grass and wildflowers will spring up here. A quiet, natural space easily accessible by bus and on foot is what 
the city needs on this side of Bath. Don't take it away from us. And - a word of warning - I do not think people will let it go quietly.  
There is already a park for cyclist in odd down. There is no need for another one. Cyclists seem to be catered for quite well already. If they need more the 
it seems adding it to odd down makes more economic sense and environmental sense.  
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Good idea but in wrong place. Entry Hill is a residential street it is not equipped for the anticipated ( by the developers) numbers of vehicles, visitors and 
bikes. 
The increased parking will increase traffic to a residential area. 
 
You won the bid with an allotment this has gone it's unfair. 
 
There will be residential parking Monday to Sunday so the residents pay for this plus subsidising a facility from their and my council tax. 

Think it’s a wonderful idea but the parking issue means it’s in the wrong place. Parking in Hill Avenue from local hospital, schools and glasshouse often 
makes it difficult to exit driveway currently. Husband disabled makes that a trial. That can only get worse with the new venture sadly. 

The impact on the environmental damage the bike park will cause seems to all be pushed aside. Allotments promised gone! Natural pooling at the bottom 
of site is by some miracle is now at the topside of the site, where is the pumping station?  Suggest you really look at where water runs across naturally on 
the site, from drainage from Bradford Road side! Consultations have only produced what is favourable with none of the adverse problems apparently 
noted. How many more consultations at the cost to  council taxpayers of BNES are you going to run? Your original one at Odd Down was flawed and open 
to misuse and gave the council the result it wanted as stated by a council representative in his review on your website. I was so amazed I printed it out it 
shows your logo. So how can the local council taxpayers have any hope when the odds are obviously stacked against them for the damage that will incur. 
Since when has tarmac used on the pump track been classed as environmentally friendly? Do the deer have to crawl through the badger routes followed 
by the dogs that can be ‘exercised ‘ on the course. Badgers dig and make their own routes ask any farmer ,they won’t be able to see any routes as their 
eyesight is poor. In its present state it would be a wonderful Wildlife Park and as an ex golfer I wish Avon Wildlife Trust had won the bid as the odds were 
stacked considerably against the viable golf bids.  
Concerns about commitment to manage, maintain and fund on going business without public subsidy. The council says they are doing this to save money. 
My understanding g is that this project requires crowdfunding, so is there a guarantee that it will be self financing?  
I am very concerned about the impact of extra vehicles/cars parking around the Entry Hill/Hansford Square area. Also, noise if ‘events’ take place at the 
site. 
Yes, the space left for dog walkers is far too small. The area should be left alone for children to play in and families to relax and pic nic etc.  

As one of the longest serving members of Bath Cycling Club & a 13 times National Masters Cycling champion, I believe that the mountain bike park will be 
unattractive to serious mountain bikers because of it's relatively small size. And for less serious riders and families, the site is too steep and difficult. They 
won't be able to ride back up the hill! I foresee a huge White Elephant. Also, the scheme will be very non-inclusive. It'll be mainly white, relatively well of, 
middle-aged men using it. Does that meet the council's equality, diversity & inclusion policy???? 
Nothing new, it’s a huge mistake for Bath 

This is not the right site. High residential area. Scheme built with little thought to local neighbourhood. Parking and traffic issues will come. Loss of green 
space and wildlife.  
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No - I shall watch what is going to happen with great interest. 

Considering the limited parking on the site the probable overspill on to Entry Hill and the surrounding roads is in direct contradiction with the intent to 
make it a low traffic neighbourhood but there seems to be no 'dialogue' on this. 
I was previously more in favour of the bike park but as further details have emerged I have become increasingly concerned about the ecological damage 
to the site, the volume of projected traffic and noise, as well as the potential problems with parking. The new proposals would not encourage me to walk 
my did around the site.  
All concerns regarding speeding, car parking on roads around the site and impact on local residents have just been ignored - so what is the point of 
commenting? 
I live opposite Odd Down playing fields and cycle circuit so have the direct experience of the impact of usage in terms of increased traffic, litter and noise 
and light pollution from the development of this site.  I am interesting to read the comparison between the proposed MBP and cycle circuit including the 
wire fencing.  This does not permit wildlife to cross.  The traffic and noise is significant at peak times.  At other times (most days) the cycle track remains 
unused and closed off to anyone from the local community (the vast majority of cycle circuit users put their bikes on their cars to transport them to the 
site). 
 
I would question the justification for using public money to fund a MBP, which is unlikely to be used by the vast majority of B&NES residents, especially in 
the context of things like the social care crisis and climate crisis - surely any 'spare' public money would be better invested in funding social care and/or 
home energy efficiency rather than facilities that will be used by a relatively small proportion of the local community and are non-essential.  I would be 
very interested to have clarity about the alignment or otherwise with the Council's Medium Term Service & Resources Plan, which, I believe, requires 
scaling back of the Council's capital programme (capital requires revenue support).  I would also be interested to know what analysis has been undertaken 
in relation to return on investment and what the contingency is if use of the MPB falls significantly short of income targets.   
 
I would also be interested to know whether an Equalities Impact Assessment has been undertaken which is informed by both the demographics of B&NES 
and the demographics of users of Mountain Bike Parks already in existence in other areas.  This links to my query about the amount of evidence of 
usage/market research that may have been used to inform these plans. 
 
My final comment is that having walked almost every day on the entry hill site over the past months since the golf course closed, it is a beautiful natural 
space, which costs the Council a token amount to provide free access to.  It is used by old and young alike, by dog-walkers and other people who just 
enjoy being out in nature.  All activities that are known to support health and wellbeing. 
 
I would urge the Council to reconsider it's deeply flawed plans for Entry Hill. 
The consultation was skewed by lobbyists providing a text for people to use and asking them to personalise. It is not a true representation of the views of 
Bath residents. 
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The area is beautiful as it is, providing us dog walkers with a safe space to walk in beautiful surroundings. Walking there we have seen Deer amount other 
wild life. The pet industry is the fastest growing businesses in the Uk. More people are getting dogs and need safe open spaces to walk their dogs. Combe 
Down has more and more families getting dogs and the minority of the local community feel losing this space is a tragedy. Speaking to a lot of locals using 
this space most of them don’t want a bike park as Odd Down already have one a stones throw away.  
 
Traffic in Combe Down has increased and often constant traffic problems in the morning and afternoon. 
 
The open space has brought solitude, time to reflect in a calm and beautiful area. Good for your mental health. We are losing Southstoke to housing. The 
main topic is the council never consider the locals of Bath and what their needs are. It’s all about torisum, students and cycling. Show us you care about us 
locals and do the right thing by allowing us to keep this beautiful space the way it is.  
DO NOT ENCOURAGE THE SELFISH BIKERS TO GET THERE BY CYCLING ON THE FOOTPATH! 

Why does the current updated design not show clear boundaries, there is illegible writing across the map on my driveway, I would like to see a clear map 
with exact scale and boundaries. 
You are destroying nature for the minority  

I am concerned with the amount of man made infrastructure needed to create the bike park and how this will impact on the ecology of the natural 
environment and habitats.  I currently enjoy the open space as it is and feel that walking around the site does not create too much of an interference with 
the natural wildlife. However I feel that the impact on the ecology will negatively increase with the construction of the site and then from extensive bike 
usage. 
Entry Hill is a nightmare at the best of times - I use it daily to drive to the Peggy Dodd Centre - this will put more pressure on a road with cars parked on 
one side only allows one lane iup or down 
Good luck cycling up Entry Hill! 

This is such an odd idea, and one that has a whiff of cynicism. 
 
Fair enough cuts need to be made to public expenditure. Fair enough that the current golf course costs money to maintain. Will, however, handing over 
this park to a private company guarantee that local residents pay less in taxes? I would hazard a guess that tax rates to the council will not be reduced.  
 
What will that extra cash be used for? Other local developments? Infrastructure? Local programs? There's not even an indication of where that money 
could go as a trade-off. 
 
Put yourself in the shoes of a local resident. That park is basically used for walking, picnics, and occasionally golf. The current proposal supports space for 
two of those things - but with less space allowance and presumedly worse views.  
 
I highly doubt local residents will be massively interested in a mountain biking track, especially if they have to pay for it. I can honestly see, once the initial 
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interest has died down, half the park being mostly abandoned. I'm honestly surprised at the survey results. 
 
It strikes me that some sort of compromise can be made here. Make the park cheaper to run by introducing wild areas, keep it in the public domain, and 
advertise it as an extension to Victoria Park. Straight away it'll go from an underutilised park that's basically forgotten because it's advertised as a golf 
course to one of the best parks in Bath. It'll also help the overcrowding in Victoria Park in the summer.  
Absolutely ignores the fact that the sport of mountain biking is one used by predominantly white young to middle aged males. It is hugely expensive and a 
very niche sport. Because it is a contaminated site all materials needed in the construction of the bike trails will have to be imported at great cost in both 
money and environmental terms. Local people predominantly voted for a park not a Mountain bike park . This site so close to residential properties is not 
suitable for this noisy sport and will result in endless complaints to both the council and the police. The car park cannot and will not be controlled by PP 
and what has happened to the council policy of discouraging the use of cars by limiting or charging for parking. This is a predetermined vanity project I’m 
afraid to say. What a shame that Avon Wildlife Trust wasn’t given the project which would have been better and much less costly for the tax payers of 
BANES. 
I feel the location is wrong. This is a fairly densely packed residential area, which on the entry to the bike park is surrounded by small roads which are 
extremely busy with traffic. 
This really isn’t going to drive down traffic, you’ll cause more traffic through resident areas, wether it be entry hill or the Wellsway. To think other wise is 
short sighted  
Yes, the consultation appears to be silent on residents parking, it says something about operating at reduced capacity with a suck it and see approach for 
the first year. Lower Entry Hill already has a chronic issue with parking which was recently made worse in January by the decision by this administration to 
push all of the commuter parking from greenway lane (which the conservatives has already pushed from bear flat). In putting an entrance at the bottom 
of the golf course, you will be actively encouraging more people to park in Lower Entry Hill. You are ignoring our voices in order to deliver a trophy tourist 
attraction to satisfy the personal interests of councillors. 
Now that the golf course has closed we've used the park for dog walks and its so nice to see other dog walkers and family using the space. Woudl be a 
shame to see it to be developed and not really used regularly for biking. Would be good if it was multipurpose.  
I really can’t understand how this is the best option for the site or how it helps address the climate crisis. 

The allotments have gone. So has the family tracks of previous proposals so now we're down to just adults. A link to "Scholars Way" is of no use as that's 
just roads, Scholars Way isn't an actual thing and certainly won't be for anyone living to the North, East & South of the site...in other words, the majority 
of people. 
 
There's no mention of costs - what's the cost to use, to park, and the assumed upkeep costs of the park so we know if there will ever be a return on our 
investment? 
As a nearby resident, the increased volume of traffic, and difficulty in parking (already a problem)  near my own home will really impact on my quality of 
life .  
Waste of money. Improve road networks instead 
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Nobody in Bath, especially those living in the Entry Hill area wants a Bike park that will ruin and prevent access to the existing countryside.  What is wrong 
with you people?  You've already wasted far too much public money on this ridiculous scheme.   
No 

SInce the first consultation, it is clear that nature is returning to this site far quicker than I anticipated. At present it is a magical and peaceful place where 
people walk freely and safely. This is going to be taken from the community for commercial gain.  
White Elephant that appeals to 3% of the population on 100 days a year 

"Events" will inevitably be noisier, whatever the claims now. More traffic will be brought into this already busy traffic area. This will impact on those of us 
who value our peaceful green space. The "dawn to dusk" (!) opening hours mean that in summer, residents will have to endure up to 18 hours a day of 
disruption to their enjoyment of their own gardens.  
There are plenty of facilities for cyclists but not many affordable facilities for golfers who have had this site stolen away from them fir no reason. Very 
disappointing. 
As an ex-motorcycle rider I can predict the additional problems this facility will bring for residents, road users and our understaffed police.  
 
1. For the average mountain bike user a day at the park, in its protected off road environment, will encourage unconventional and extraordinary cycling 
behaviour. On leaving the park this behaviour will be carried over into the public highway domain - it will encourage foolhardy cycling on the way home. 
 
2. Like it or not, this sport attracts the dare-devil sector of our community. In that sector there is a greater use of illicit substances. The park will become a 
'pusher's paradise'. You may dismiss that advice, but I have first-hand experience of this. Go to any bike park in Bristol for such an experience. 
 
3. Noise - particularly in the non-winter months the noise will be excessive and prolonged. Given the open space that exists between the park and 
Cleveland Road it will have a massive negative impact on residents. 
 
4. Parking - I leave that one for you to work out. 
This looks like an amateurish attempt to attract riders. This site clearly is not big enough to be of any use to even the youngest of riders- clearly fly by 
nights that are trying to rip people off 
I would like to see this area rewilded. I do not want a bike park. 

I was unable to provide a response previously. This application will cause more traffic and parking congestion and will not meet the needs of the local 
community. The walking areas sounded good however the actually areas for the community to walk in are very small particularly when considering this is 
many peoples closest out door space -clearly there will be mental health impacts. Whilst I understand the drive to monetise the area-this will not work for 
the local community who would be better suited by walking are or other non commercial activity  
Waste of  council money. 
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Clearly, in order for the bike park to be economically viable for Pedal Progression, there will be a major increase in car traffic in the area. Their 
proposition, as stated in their leaflet to residents,  said people would use the park and ride as transport to the site. This is not a feasible proposition.  
We do not want a bike park. Please leave our green space free for everyone to enjoy! 

Earlier decisions as regards amenities have been mothballed, removed and cleverly forgotten about.  
 
The Allotments, which was high on people's choices and ticked many boxes. The path open to all non fee-paying participants around the perimeter were 
supposed to have a path through the centre of the park, for those unable (for many reasons) to complete a circuit of the whole park. There's, still, not 
enough information to base an open opinion on these proposals, ie, an overflow car park that will need mature trees removed, built on a slope with 
materials totally unsuited to vehicles because of the terrain... ill thought out. What will the paths be made of? Anything other than Tarmac would NOT be 
wheelchair friendly. 
 
Let's see the proper fencing and a mock up of how it could look, up close and from afar. People cannot put forward their ideas and opinions on these 
plans that's been provided... just how old are these designers? 
 
There are many other types of animals living on the park and another site visit to establish their safety and protection of habitat beds to be done as a 
matter of urgency, and not by some amateur Banes officer but instead, a professional environmentalist with proper credentials, and especially, not 
someone with a vested interest to help push this through, something few residents in Bath actually want, or need.  
Things were promised that have now been ignored, withdrawn and cleverly forgotten. 

Yes 

This is the worst idea that could have been suggested..  increased noise, increased traffic, no public transport, more cars will park on Entry Hill, and the 
habitat of wildlife will be destroyed in the persuit of human 'fun'. I will no longer be able to enjoy the space and the value of my house will decrease .. 
buyers will not want to see loads of people making noise and muddy unsightly paths and mounds from the windows. Shame on you council. 
The public was not consulted properly.  

Yes 

 


